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FIELDS OF INTERESTS: Macroeconomics, International Economics, Labor Economics 

 

AFFILIATION 

Central Bank of Chile, Economic Studies Department 

Senior Economist, 2018 – Present 

 

EDUCATION 

Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile, PhD in Economics, 2023 

University of Chile, M.Sc. in Applied Economics, 2001. 

University of Chile, Civil Industrial Engineering, 2001. 

University of Chile, B.Sc. in Engineering Sciences, 1998. 

 

PAST WORK EXPERIENCE 

Senior Economist, Economic Modeling and Analysis, Central Bank of Chile, 2015-2018. 

Senior Economist, International Analysis, Central Bank of Chile, 2010-2014. 

Senior Economist, Macroeconomic Analysis, Central Bank of Chile, 2009-2010. 

Economic Analyst, Macroeconomic Analysis, Central Bank of Chile, 2001-2004. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

[8] “Earnings Cyclicality of New and Continuing Jobs: The Role of Tenure and Transition Length,” 

Labour Economics, vol. 78, 2022, 102242 (with E. Albagli, M. Tapia, and J. M. Wlasiuk). 

[7] “Caracterización de la migración reciente en Chile,” Economía Chilena, vol. 21(3): 110-123, December 

2018 (with R. Aldunate, C. de la Huerta, and M. Tapia). 

[6] “Traspaso de tipo de cambio nominal a inflación desagregada en Chile,” Economía Chilena, vol. 19(2): 

154-170, August 2016 (with F. Pinto). 

[5] “El crecimiento de Chile explicado a través de un modelo de convergencia condicional,” Economía 

Chilena, vol. 18(2): 120-137, August 2015 (with F. Pinto). 

[4] “Vulnerabilidad a cambios en el financiamiento externo generados por factores globales,” Economía 

Chilena, vol. 18(2): 98-119, August 2015 (with F. Pinto). 

[3] “Efecto de intervenciones cambiarias recientes en economías emergentes,” Economía Chilena, vol. 

16(1): 122-137, April 2013 (with A. Pistelli and C. Sáez). 

[2] “Sobre el nivel de reservas internacionales de Chile: Análisis a partir de enfoques complementarios,” 

Economía Chilena, vol. 15(3): 40- 63, December 2012 (with A. Jara, E. Olaberría, and D. Saravia). 

mailto:gcontreras@bcentral.cl
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0927537122001324
https://repositoriodigital.bcentral.cl/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.12580/4871/BCCh-rec-ni-v21n3dic2018p110-123.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://repositoriodigital.bcentral.cl/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.12580/4857/BCCh-rec-ni-v19n2ago2016p154-170.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://repositoriodigital.bcentral.cl/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.12580/4850/BCCh-rec-ni-v18n2ago2015p120-137.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://repositoriodigital.bcentral.cl/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.12580/4849/BCCh-rec-ni-v18n2ago2015p098-119.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://repositoriodigital.bcentral.cl/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.12580/4836/BCCh-rec-ni-v16n1abr2013p122-137.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://repositoriodigital.bcentral.cl/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.12580/3550/BCCh-rec-v15n3dic2012p040-063.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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[1] “A comparison of the export baskets of Latin America and Asia,” Integration and Trade, vol. 4(12): 47-

67, December 2000 (with P. Meller). 

 

WORKING PAPERS 

[8] “Hard Commodities Hit Harder: Global Financial Risk and Commodity Exporters”, Working Paper 989, 

Central Bank of Chile. Agosto 2023. 

[7] “Labor Earnings Dispersion in Chile: Decomposition, Dynamics and the Role of Firms,” Working Paper 

892, Central Bank of Chile, November 2020 (with R. Aldunate and M. Tapia). 

[6] “Sectoral Transitions Between Formal Wage Jobs in Chile,” Working Paper 836, Central Bank of Chile, 

August 2019 (with R. Aldunate and M. Tapia). 

[5] “Characterization of the Recent Immigration to Chile,” Working Paper 830, Central Bank of Chile, January 

2019 (with R. Aldunate, C. de la Huerta, and M. Tapia). 

[4] “Vulnerability to changes in external financing due to global factors,” Working Paper 734, Central Bank of 

Chile, August 2014 (with F. Pinto). 

[3] “Determinantes e impacto de episodios de reversión abrupta de flujos de capitales: ¿Es distinto un sudden 

stop de un sudden flight?,” Working Paper 665, Central Bank of Chile, March 2012 (with A. Pistelli and M. 

Siravegna). 

[2] “Errores de proyección en perspectiva,”. Working Paper 199, Central Bank of Chile, January 2003 (with E. 

Albagli, P. García, I. Magendzo, and R. Valdés). 

[1] “La competitividad de las exportaciones chinas en los mercados de Estados Unidos y Japón,” Working Paper 

147, Center for Applied Economics, University of Chile, December 2002 (with P. Meller). 

 

CHAPTERS 

[1] “Estimating gaps and trends for the Chilean economy,” in Economic Growth: Sources, Trends and Cycles, 

Series on Central Banking, Analysis, and Economic Policies, Central Bank of Chile, ed. by N. Loayza and R. 

Soto, vol. 6: 523-554, 2002 (with P. García).  

 

WORK IN PROGRESS 

[3] “Nonlinear Sorting, Turnover, and Heterogeneous Job Trajectories,” with M. Tapia and R. Aldunate. 

[2] “Employment, Productivity, and the Life Cycle of Firms,” with M. Tapia and G. García-Trujillo. 

[1] “Government Support for R&D and Its Impacts,” with M. C. Cavalleri, M. Das, R. de Elejalde and C. Rojas. 

 

TEACHING 

Lecturer, Economics and Public Policy (Master in Public Policy), University of Chile, 2013–2014. 

Lecturer, Introductory Microeconomics (Undergraduate), University of Michigan, 2008. 

Grad Student Instructor, Introductory Microeconomics (Undergraduate), University of Michigan, 2005–2008. 

Lecturer, Introduction to Economics (Undergraduate), University of Chile, 2001 – 2004. 

Teaching Assistant, International Trade (Master in Applied Economics), University of Chile, 2001. 

Teaching Assistant, Macroeconomics (Master in Applied Economics), University of Chile, 2000–2001. 

 

http://www.iadb.org/intal/intalcdi/integracion_comercio/i_INTAL_IYT_12_2000_Meller-Contreras.Pdf
https://www.bcentral.cl/documents/33528/133326/DTBC_989.pdf/beffac0a-b7ed-0910-2f31-e793ed7b965d?t=1697648806736
https://www.bcentral.cl/documents/33528/133326/dtbc_892.pdf/279380f8-3cda-a85b-6bbc-87a1258248f7?t=1605524645970
http://si2.bcentral.cl/public/pdf/documentos-trabajo/pdf/dtbc836.pdf
http://si2.bcentral.cl/public/pdf/documentos-trabajo/pdf/dtbc830.pdf
http://si2.bcentral.cl/public/pdf/documentos-trabajo/pdf/dtbc734.pdf
http://si2.bcentral.cl/public/pdf/documentos-trabajo/pdf/dtbc665.pdf
http://si2.bcentral.cl/public/pdf/documentos-trabajo/pdf/dtbc665.pdf
http://si2.bcentral.cl/public/pdf/documentos-trabajo/pdf/dtbc199.pdf
http://www.dii.uchile.cl/~cea/sitedev/cea/www/?page=view_publicaciones&langSite=en&agno=2002&id=20030325131056
http://si2.bcentral.cl/public/pdf/banca-central/pdf/v6/523_554contreras_garcia.pdf
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GRANTS, AWARDS AND HONORS 

Scholarship, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 2005 – 2008 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Seminars: Conference of the International Association for Applied Econometrics (2025, 2026), LACEA 

Annual Meetings (2024, 2026), Central Bank Research Association (CEBRA) Workshop for Commodities and 

Macroeconomics (2024), SECHI Meetings (2023, 2024, 2025), Santiago Macro Workshop (2023), Banco 

Central de la República Dominica (organized by CEMLA, 2018), People's Bank of China − Chengdu (organized 

by IMF Monetary and Capital Markets Department, 2013), Banco Central de Chile (many times). 

 

LANGUAGES:  English (fluent), Spanish (native), German (basic). 

 

NATIONALITY: Chilean. 


